Complete Wedding Planning Guide

Use this step -by-step planning guide to keep your wedding plans organized. It includes a
month-by-month timeline, checklists and helpful tips based on authoritative wedding planning

sources (The Ultimate Wedding-Planning Checklist and Timeline, Wedding Planning Timeline &
Checklist).

12+ Months Before

Announce your engagement to family and friends and celebrate (Wedding Planning: 12-24
Months in Advance).

Discuss your ideal wedding vision (style, formality, theme, season, rustic BBQ, elegant
indoor, destination) and agree on a budget (The Ultimate Wedding-Planning Checklist and
Timeline, Wedding Planning: 12-24 Months in Advance).

Draft a preliminary guest list and consider the size of your wedding (Wedding Planning: 12-
24 Months in Advance).

Research and tour potential ceremony and reception venues and secure your top choices
(The Ultimate Wedding-Planning Checklist and Timeline).

Decide whether to hire a professional planner or coordinator to guide you.

10-12 Months Before

Reserve ceremony and reception venues (if you didn’t secure them earlier) (The Ultimate
Wedding-Planning Checklist and Timeline).

Finalize your guest list; collect addresses and organize your contacts.

Create a wedding website to share details with guests, including registry information and
lodging suggestions.

Book key vendors: photographer, videographer, entertainment (D] /band) and caterer.
Take engagement photos.

Shop for wedding attire (dress, suit, accessories) and confirm your wedding party.

Book your officiant and begin planning the ceremony.

Plan an engagement party if desired.
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7-9 Months Before

Register for wedding gifts and add registry links to your wedding website.

Book hair and makeup artists.

Select attire for bridesmaids, groomsmen and other wedding party members.

Book cake designer and schedule tastings.

Order and send save-the-date cards.

Book florist and discuss décor, centerpieces and bouquets.

Reserve rental equipment (tables, chairs, linens) if your venue doesn’t provide them.
Reserve hotel blocks for out-of-town guests.

5-6 Months Before

Finalize menu selections with your caterer and schedule a tasting to adjust seasoning or
sides.

Order invitations and other stationery (programs, place cards).

Schedule dress fittings and alterations.

Plan your honeymoon: book travel and lodging and ensure passports are valid.

Design or purchase wedding bands.

Arrange transportation for you and your guests (e.g., limousine, shuttle service).
Consider wedding insurance for peace of mind.

3-4 Months Before

Mail your formal invitations six to eight weeks before the big day.

Finalize floral arrangements and confirm delivery/setup times.

Meet with your officiant to plan the ceremony details and finalize readings/vows.

Book rehearsal dinner venue and plan menu.

Purchase gifts for parents, attendants and each other.

Create a day-of timeline and share it with your vendors, wedding party and coordinator.
Schedule a hair and makeup trial run.

2 Months Before

Track RSVPs and follow up with guests who have not responded.
Finalize seating plan and create a seating chart.

Apply for marriage license (check your county’s waiting period).
Finalize order of events for ceremony and reception; create programs.
Confirm playlist and special songs with D] /band.

Have final dress fittings and confirm accessories.

Touch base with vendors to confirm details and schedules.

1 Month Before

Create tip envelopes for vendors and final payments.
Break in wedding shoes.
Confirm headcount with caterer and finalize the menu.




Prepare welcome bags for out-of-town guests.

Write vows and practice reading them aloud.

Arrange final beauty appointments (haircut, color, waxing, manicure).
Organize and pack for honeymoon.

2 Weeks Before

Provide final headcount to venue and caterer.

Finalize seating cards and escort cards.

Confirm arrival times and logistics with all vendors.

Pick up wedding attire and ensure it fits perfectly.

Start packing an emergency kit with essentials (safety pins, stain remover, snacks).

1 Week Before

Give final timeline to wedding party and family.

Prepare payments for vendors and put someone in charge of distributing them.
Pack for honeymoon and double-check travel arrangements.

Practice your ceremony with wedding party at the rehearsal.

Relax and enjoy a spa day or self-care activities.

Day Before & Day of the Wedding

Attend rehearsal and rehearsal dinner.

Finalize venue setup and décor.

Lay out attire, accessories and important items.

Get a good night’s sleep and stay hydrated.

On the day of, eat a healthy breakfast, trust your vendors and enjoy every moment.

Post-Wedding

Send thank-you notes to guests and vendors.

Preserve bouquet and/or wedding attire.

Return rented items and review vendor invoices for accuracy.

Change your name on official documents if applicable.

Complete any remaining registry exchanges and returns.

Share photos with friends and family and consider creating a photo album.

Additional Tips & Considerations

Create a shared planning document or spreadsheet to track tasks, budgets and deadlines.
Regularly update your budget and prioritize funds for the elements most important to you.
Communicate clearly with family about expectations and contributions.

Have a backup plan for outdoor ceremonies (tents, indoor spaces).

Remember self-care throughout the process—schedule downtime and enjoy being engaged.




